
LYON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE MEDIA RELEASE

1. On Monday, December 5, 2022, Chief Deputy Sam Adams served a 
criminal complaint on Rhonda Johnson (66) of Puryear, TN.  She is 
accused of receiving stolen property from an incident in Calloway County 
in 2018.  She was issued a summons to appear in court.

2. On Tuesday, December 6, 2022, Deputy Joe Witherspoon responded to a 
single vehicle collision on US 62 West in Kuttawa.  His investigation 
revealed a 2014 Ram 1500 truck driven by James Elledge (54) of Kuttawa 
was East on US 62 when a mechanical issue caused him to lose his 
steering.  His vehicle ran off the right side of the roadway and struck a 
culvert.  No injuries were reported.

3. On Wednesday, December 7, 2022, the Lyon County Sheriff’s Office was 
notified about a possible incident whereby a juvenile student may attempt 
to bring a firearm to school.  The Lyon County School District 
Administration and Sheriff’s Deputies assembled at the high school and 
waited for the student to arrive. Once the student in question arrived, he 
was detained and taken to a nearby office for an interview.  In addition, 
two other students were detained in an effort to obtain additional 
information and corroborate previously received information. 

The investigation revealed a sixteen (16) year-old-male juvenile student 
had stolen a handgun off-campus but had ‘not’ brought this firearm to 
school.  The stolen handgun was later located at the juvenile’s home.  
During this continuing investigation, it was determined the 16-year-old-
male juvenile had attempted to solicit two other persons to assassinate or 
shoot two of his relatives.

Sheriff’s Deputies made contact with the family members and advised 
them of what they had learned.  They were unaware of this threat. 
Deputies believed the threat to these family members was legitimate and 
imminent.  



As the investigation continued later in the day and the following day, 
Deputies located evidence of additional criminal activity and interviewed 
the 16-year-old-male juvenile about a house fire in his neighborhood 
which had occurred on November 30, 2022, around 5:55pm.  The home 
was fully engulfed when deputies and firefighters arrived. The lake 
subdivision home was a total loss.  During this portion of the investigation, 
enough evidence was gathered in order to criminal charge the juvenile 
with the crime of arson for this house fire.

S.R.O. Deputy Jason Young is the lead case officer regarding the assault 
plot and firearm theft.  Senior Deputy Joe Witherspoon is the lead case 
officer regarding the arson.  They were assisted by Chief Deputy Sam 
Adams.

Charges:

2 counts – Solicitation to Commit Assault in the First Degree
1 count – Theft by Unlawful Taking - Firearm
1 count – Arson in the 3rd Degree

The juvenile offender has been lodged in a juvenile detention facility in 
Bowling Green.  

The investigation determined no events related to any of these crimes 
actually occurred on the school campus and once the suspect was 
identified, he was removed from the school campus and has had no 
further contact with other students since.

Sheriff White praised the quick actions of the School Resource Officer 
assigned to the Lyon County School District.  “If SRO Deputy Jason 
Young had not intervened when he did, two innocent people may have 
lost their lives.  The excellent police work by all involved and the 
coordination between the school district and our deputies allowed this 
complaint to be vetted quickly and acted upon in a swift but methodical 
manner. The relationships developed by our S.R.O. deputy with school 
students and staff are invaluable to our community.”

4. On Friday, December 9, 2022, around 11:30am, Deputy Lori Francis 
served an indictment warrant from Rowan Circuit Court on Morgan D. 
Hammons (30) of Olive Hill.  Hammons is indicted for 3 felony drug 
offenses and 1 misdemeanor drug offense.  He will remain lodged in the 
Western Kentucky Correctional Complex pending extradition back to 
Rowan County. 



 
5. On Friday, December 9, 2022, around 3:30pm, Deputy Lori Francis served 

an arrest warrant from Logan Circuit Court on Angel S. Douglas (47) of 
Greenville.  Douglas is charged with Failure to Appear in a 
Methamphetamine related case.  She will remain lodged in the Ross-Cash 
Correctional Complex until her release date.
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