
LYON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE ACTIVITY REPORT

1. On March 3, 2021 at 1:40am, the Lyon County Sheriff’s Office responded to a 
suspicious vehicle complaint in the Bell Hollow Subdivision. A property owner 
noticed a vehicle in front of his home and when he turned on an outside light, the 
vehicle sped off without any headlamps on.  Deputy Joe Witherspoon responded 
to the complaint.  

At or about 1:47am an officer with the Eddyville Police Department (EPD) located 
a vehicle matching the description from the one involved in the Bell Hollow 
incident and made a traffic stop on it near US 62 and KY 295.  The driver, Taylor 
C. Yancy (22), of Eddyville was arrested by EPD and charged with Speeding, 
DUI-2nd Offense, and Open Alcohol Container in Motor Vehicle.  Deputy 
Witherspoon was able to confirm by way of video surveillance this was the same 
vehicle from the initial complaint.
 

2. On March 4, 2021 at 3:55pm, Sheriff Brent White was conducting a remote 
vehicle inspection on Joe Peek Road when he observed a large fire near a wood 
line.  The fire was near a broom sedge field and within 150’ of a forested area.  
The wind was blowing extremely hard and it was before 6pm, in violation of the 
Fire Hazard Season Law.

As Sheriff White approached the area of the fire, a male went behind a camper 
and two other male subjects fled on foot.  Sheriff White detained the first 
individual and called for other law enforcement to assist.  Deputy Sam Adams 
and Deputy Keith Suits arrived and located the two other males, where both were 
detained.  In addition, the Eddyville Fire Department was dispatched to the scene 
to extinguish the fire.

Following an on-scene investigation, the three male subjects were arrested and 
charged as follows:



a. Michael S. Johnson (49) of Evansville, IN was charged with Fire Hazard 
Season Burning Violation.  The material being burned included flammable 
liquid and trash.  

b. Rickey E. Baird (41) of Eddyville was charged by Deputy Suits with 
Fleeing/Evading Police-2nd Degree and Tampering with Physical Evidence.  At 
the time of his arrest, Baird was on Parole with the Kentucky Department of 
Corrections.  He was also on bond from Lyon Circuit Court for 
Methamphetamine related offenses.

c. Chance D. DeMoss (32) of Eddyville was charged with Fleeing/Evading 
Police-2nd Degree.  At the time of his arrest, DeMoss was on Probation from 
Lyon Circuit Court for Methamphetamine related offenses.

The Lyon County Sheriff’s Office was assisted by the Eddyville Police 
Department and Kentucky State Police.

See attached photographs of these three offenders.
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